Friends of Darebin Creek

The Friends of Darebin
Creek was formed in 1995
o protect, restore and
conserve the Darebin
Creek and it’s adjacent
parklands as a natural
environment for the
enjoyrent of the
commuinity.

July 20th —Meeting DCMC Environment centre 7pm
Sunday 31st July Gronn st National Tree Day

-August 28" Hendersons Crk, Planting Epping.

-Sept 14™ - Meeting DCMC Environment centre 7pm

-September 25" cut and paint woody weeds, Bundoora

Park Grasslands.

-October 30" — Hand weed Electric Spur, Heidelberg

-Nov 16" - Meeting DCMC Environment centre 7pm

NEXT EVENT - Wednesday July 20™
Meeting at DCMC Environment Centre.

Before our meeting — we will be going on a night
walk to see some nocturnal happenings in Darebin
Parklands — be there at 7.00pm — we leave at
7.05pm sharp for a 20min exploration. Meeting to
start at 7.30pm

We will also show the Merri Creek group video and
discuss current issues after the walk.!!!

REMEMBER PLEASE HELP TO KEEP FRIENDS
OF DAREBIN CREEK RUNNING - RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP TODAY

Weeding Bee Foothills Park, Epping — April 17" 2011

By Phillip Orth

On a beautiful sunny Sunday morning some Friends and the Whittlesea
bushcrew gathered to weed an area of the Henderson Creek surrounds. The
activities were a continuation of last seasons works, being mainly handweeding
of Serrated Tussock and Paterson's Curse, with the odd Thistle thrown in.

This is a beautiful area of the Darebin Creek environs — with lakes and remnant
vegetation plus opportunities for regrowth.

After the rigorous weeding (serrated tussock is quite hard to identify) Martin
Roberts from the Whittlesea bush crew took us around the area to let us see the
natural regeneration of the area.

The native pea had started to regrow and the manna gums were certainly
exploding into action — spreading quite naturally to re-establish a forest in this
relatively denuded parkland area.




Martin shows Robert what to Trying to find those tussocks!!
weed!!!

Martin shoes us the native pea
remnant. Godea Medicargina

Trolley Muster — May 2011

By Adrian Infanti

In 2002, it was recognised by Darebin Creek Management Committee that there
were a significant number of shopping trolleys being dumped in the Darebin
Creek. These trolleys were not only a very unsightly problem but created a
number of water health issues including potential animal traps, leaching of



heavy metals into the waterway and creating erosion issues. That year, DCMC
organised the very first shopping trolley muster and have now successfully
completed this event eleven times in the last ten years.

The Darebin Creek is fairly unique in that it passes very close to a number of
major shopping centres, particularly Northland, which provides an obvious and
Immediate source of trolleys that are then thrown into the creek from nearby
road and pedestrian bridges. A recent positive outcome is the redevelopment of
Northland and the placement of food retail shops on the opposite side of the
centre resulting is less trolleys along the creek environs.

The annual trolley muster is a combined effort with DCMC receiving assistance
from Banyule and Darebin Council bushcrews and Melbourne Water that
generates very positive inter-agency relations.

The chart below shows a decline in the number of trolleys retrieved over the
years however, this is probably more due to greater effort in clean up and
management rather than a change in community behaviour.

Shopping trolleys and their use is a surprisingly complicated one involving
economic, social and environmental issues. The trolley that ends up in the
Darebin Creek has usually been taken from the store by a customer, which is a
legitimate social activity but severely restricts the ability of the retailer to
control the trolley. Some customers may be nearby residents and walk the
trolley home, it then gets left on the road side and moved on by another person
to the creek. Coin operated trolleys are a way around this but they have their
own drawbacks and have also ended up in the creek — and its very hard to pull
out three trolleys tied together!

The trolley muster will continue to be a necessary activity but hopefully through
better management and greater community awareness, the trolley muster will
become a much easier task.
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By Peter Grenfell - DCMC

Watched “The Story of Stuff”. Available to view free on the internet at
http://www.storyofstuff.com/. The film discusses where the things we buy come
from and the hidden costs on people and the environment, from an American
point of view.

Other points discussed at meeting

Masterplan for Northland
- new developments.
- Northland Structure Plan on the City of Darebin website.
East Preston Islamic College
- fences and new undercover sports area.
- Had a permit to chop down a lot of trees and build new buildings.
Electric Spur — Adrian Hotchin
- Weeding on Sunday week. Emma proud of it — “One of the best remnants
on Darebin Creek.” Orchids are out and flourishing.
DCMC Committee meetings — Sheryl willing to attend.
Volunteer grants?
Norris Bank noticeboard — City of Whittlesea will fix if broken from now on.

Meetings every two months in 2011.



Next meeting Wednesday July 20" (also September14 and November 16).

Could have a couple of flyers stapled up in the Planting/\WWeeding Activity area
or do a letterbox drop.

Darebin “Sustainability News” — Peter to submit short article with dates to
council. Due 7 June.

Concluded by watching video by Friends of Stony Creek produced with an EPA
grant
- could FODC produce something similar?

Friends Weeding Bee — Electric Spur — Sunday 29" May
By Peter Grenfell

About eight Friends gathered for a morning of hand weeding at Electric Spur on
Sunday 29 May. The site is along the creek in Heidelberg, just north of Bell
Street. With guidance from Damien Karney from Banyule Bushcrew, the
Friends targeted Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana) and a few other
broadleaf winter weeds that have sprouted in the area.

Many hands make light work, so the aim of the morning was to remove the
small seedlings in amongst the established native trees and shrubs. We were
shown how to distinguish the Broom seedlings from native plants, such as
Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria Spinosa) that have regenerated in the area. When not
in flower, Montpellier Broom can be distinguished by its trifoliate leaflet
arrangement, while the leaflets have rounded ends, often with short point.

A wet year has led to great conditions for growth, and weeds have been no
exception. The area was being prepared for a planting morning on June 26 with
plants that have been grown from seeds collected from the area.

Friends have worked with Banyule Council Bushcrew on the Electric Spur site
over the past few years. The weeding was a continuation of previous weed
control and native plantings at the site. Friends are now looking forward to
planting out the area that has been hand weeded and had a control burn in
preparation.

Thanks to all for a great effort and see you again soon.



Peter tackles the broom The broom persists!!!
aaain!!!

Planting “Electric Spur” Liberty drive West Heidelberg — June

26th
By Phillip Orth

About 10 people turned up on a beautiful winter morning to help Damien and
Emma from the Banyule bushland crew plant a few hundred new seedlings in a
small remnant rocky area near the Darebin creek. This area had been cleared of
Broom some years ago (see our earlier story) and it was finally time to replant
with remnant species indigenous to the area and cultivated from remnant plants.

Using the Hamilton planters and small trowels — we managed to plant mainly
wallaby grasses Danthonia Kaespitosa (Austrodanthonia ceaspitosa) some
Pelargoniums and a few other native regenerated species into a very compact
little area.

After the full two hours were completed a replanted area stood tall — it will be
nice to see how this area has grown in the next few years.

And of course after our hard work — Emma and Damien treated us to coffee, tea
and TIM TAMS this time!!!



Nearby to this area Greenhood Orchids had just fmeerd fterostylis sp.)
which while not uncommon are very rare in the Darelpeek area — showing
that native

Damien shoes us the Greenhood
Orchids that are regenerating —
(Pterostylis sp)




